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SADLER’S WELLS, 

Mr Puerrs has been giving a réle of 
his favourite characters to crowded audiences 
during the week with the most enthu- 
siastic success, being well supported by 
his son Edmund, and a talented company. On 
Thursday evening Mr Phelps was so unwell 
with a violent cold and hoarseness that his 
medical adviser considered it might be of 
serious consequence for him to attempt the 
exertion required for the particular character, 
that of Bertuccio, in the play entitled ‘‘ The 
Fool’s Revenge.” The proprietor, Mr Edgar, 
was therefore obliged to address the audience 
in explanation of the circumstance, and who 
stated that Mr Edmund Phelps, his son, had 
offered to play the character sooner than the 
audience should be disappointed in not wit- 
nessing the play. To this some objection was 
made by the Aigh authorities in the most remote 
part of the house, upon which the manager 
came forward a second time, and stated if any 
portion of the audience were not satisfied he 
would willingly give them a ticket for any other 
evening that Mr Phelps performed; this ap- 
peased the discontent, and the performances 
commenced, young Phelps being enthusiastically 
applauded, With regard to his personification 
of the character we were most agreeably sur- 
prised to fiud the ability this young actor 
displayed in the part, It is true his was a copy 
of his father, in voice, gesture, attitude, action, 
and manner; nevertheless, there was a deep 
sensitive feeling about his acting which we 
never witnessed in him before, and his sarcastic 
manner and self-composure were carried out 
admirably, and he won upon the audience in 
every stage. The applause was spontaneous 
and general, and he was loudly called before 
the curtain at the end of every act. Mrs Eburne 
was pleasing as Fiordelisa, The farces of 
“ Tarning the Tables” and “‘ The Secret” were 
the other pieces of the week. 


a 

_Mr Toole, at the close of the performance for 
his benefit at Belfast, delivered a highly comic 
address, with which the immense audience was 





ADELPHI. 
On Saturday night this house was again 
opened, when the performances commenced 
with a new drama, by Messrs. Byron and 
Boucicault, entitled ‘‘ Lost at Sea,” being 
most successfully rendered by Mr Belmore, 
Mr Stirling, Mr Stephenson, Mr Atkins, Miss 
Rose Leclereq, Mrs Leigh Murray, and Miss 
Eliza Johnston, especially distinguishing them- 
selves. A Mr Beveridge, new to London, 
made a very favourable impression as a young 
nobleman. A fine scene, in which an at- 
tempt was made to burn alive the man whose 
unexpected appearance threatened to baffle 
the scheme of the conspirators, {produced 
much effect and is likely to remain a memor- 
able scene in the recollections of playgoers. 
Other scenes in various parts of London were 
not less favourably received. Of the piece we 
may say it is interesting thoughout, At the 
commencement of the performance the Prin- 
cess of Wales advanced, followed by the Prince 
to the Royal box. This—one of her first ap- 
pearances, if not ber first appearance at the 
production of a new piece--was warmly wel- 
comed by the crowded audience which was 
loud in its demonstrations of gratification. 
Further criticism upon the piece and the actors 
we must defer. 

a el 

Miss Augusta Thomson will be a member of 
the new company at the Olympic; she is es- 
pecially engaged for operetta and burlesque. 
Miss Thomson has during the past twelve monthe 
been absent from London ona Starring tour in 
Scotland and the North of England. 

The other night, an athlete performing at the 
Alhambra Music Hall, undertook to seize a rope 
with his teeth, and suspending himself thus, to 
hold some half-dozen 56lb weights. While be 
was holding on with his teeth, an assistant asked 
him if he was ready. The performer opened his 
mouth to reply, and of course fell to the ground. 





vastly amused. 


He was not much hurt. 
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ROBBERY AT THE GRECIAN. 
Tuesday, at Worship-street, Henry Pur- 
fiitt, gasfitter, was charged with having 
been concerned with others not yet appre- 
hended in stealing by violence from the person 
of Alfred Littleford, commercial traveller, a 
silver watch and chain. On Monday the pro- 
secutor was in the Grecian Theatre. During 
an interval of the performance he left the pit, 
where he had been seated, for a walk around 
the grounds. Passing up the pit stairs he felt 
a tug at his watch, and saw a hand removed 
from his watch pocket. The prisoner was 
standing close by his side, and the prosecutor 
instantly seized him. He immediately struck 
him a blow in the eye, following this by others, 
and then the prosecutor, in self-defence, re- 
turned them. He threw the prisoner to the 
ground, but was instantly surrounded by a 
crowd of men & women, who threw themselves 
upon him and dragged the prisoner away. 
Information was then given to the police by 
the prosecutor, and a witness named Anderson, 
who had seen the prisoner take the prosecutor’s 
watch. In consequence of this a watch was 
kept at the exit doors of the theatre by Police- 
constable 405 N, who on seeing the prisoner 
attempting to leave the place soon after, ar- 
rested him. He was instantly identified by 
the prosecutor, and removed to the station. 
On the way thither the prosecutor was threat- 
ened by some of the prisoner’s companions, 
that they would pay him if he appeared against 
the prisoner. The watch was not found. Mr 
Newton gave the prisoner the option of havy- 
ing the case summarily disposed of or going 
for trial, ‘The prisoner chose the former al- 
ternative, and having pleaded guilty, was sen- 
tenced to six months’ imprisonment with hard 
labour. ° 
OpeNING OF THE St. JAmeEs’s THEATRE,— 
A powerful company, including Misses Her- 
bert, Larkin, Susan Pyne, Weathersby, Ever- 
ard, Sallie Turner, Vining, Lovell, and Messrs. 
J. G. Shore, W. Farren, Lionel Brough, Gas- 
ton Murray, and many others have been en- 
gaged. Mr Barton Hill, a Canadian actor, Mr 
Mark Smith, an American, and Mr Young, an 
Englishman, who has been for many years a 
member of the company at Wallack’s, will 
make their first appearance. Messrs. Grieve, 
Lloyd and O’Conaor will supply the scenery ; 
a new drop act, by Mr O’Connor, being a 
noteable feature in the stage decorations. Mr 
K. P. Hingston will be the acting manager, 
and Mr J. R. Planché director of the stage. 
The opening performance will consist of a five- 
act"comedy, an Offenbachian operetta, and a 
ballet, in which Mr Frank Lacy, an American 
harlequin, will appear. A new entrance has 
been afforded to the stalls, and the House has 
— in all respects renovated and re-decor- 
ated. . 





——— 


Anoruer THearre Burnt.—A dirty old 
Hippodrome has been burnt down at last. The 
fire broke out about eleven o’clock, and with. 
in a few hours destroyed the entire building, 
with the adjoining café and shops, and the 
storehouse formerly occupied by the contractor 
M. Goddillot; the villas of Dr Evans, and 
Baron de Bonnemain, the Mayor of Passy, 
were at one time in great danger, in conse. 
quence of the high wind which had sprung up 
but were both preserved by the efforts of the 
firemen. Nearly all Paris was present and 
the sight is said to have been magnificent, 
Such a congregation of night revellers has not 
been seen together for many a long year. On 
the fire being first discovered, steps were taken 
to get out the horses from the stables, and 
when released they started off in terror in 
different directions, knocking the people down 
right and left; two, however could not be 
rescued, and were burnt alive. As many a& 
seventeen engines were on the spot, but all 
of them together were not equal to one of our 
steam fire-engines. 

Maptie Trrrens, who is at present in Dub- 
lin heading Mr Mapleson’s operatic company, 
who are giving performances in that city, pre 
sided at a grand fancy fair and charity bazaar 
given in aid of the funds of one of the most 
deserving hospitals in Ireland, namely, St. 
Mary’s Asylum for Female Blind. The Lord 
Mayor and the Lady Mayoress, and a large 
gathering of the nobility and gentry, conducted 
Madlle Titiens to the place at which she was 
to officiate ; and so eager was the competition 
of the public to buy of the illustrious singer, 
that the supplies in her stall, six times re. 
newed, were still found inadequate to mee 
the impatient demand. The termination of 
the bazaar witnessed an unexampled _benelit 
inthe amount gained to the funds of the 
charity. ; 

Mrs Wyld died suddenly on Sunday week, at 
Ealing, from disease of the heart. The lady 
(Miss Vining) was some time since a favourite at 
the Surrey. 

Miss Bateman made her re-appearance on the 
American stage at Booth’s Theatre, New York, on 
September 20th. Mrs Scott-Siddons, was also to 
appear at the Fifth Avenue in “ Twelfth Night.” 

The Surrey re-opens on Saturday, the 16th 
inst., under the management of Mrs Charles Pitt, 
with a new drama in which Madame Celeste will 
appear. Miss Harriet Coveney has also been en 
gaged. ; 

Mademoiselle Nilsson, on her arrival in London, 
received a magnificient bracelet from her Majesty 
as a souvenir of the pleasure given by this 
charming artiste during the state concerts at 
Buckingham Palace. 

The ‘* School for Scandal” has been adapted for 
the German stage under the name of “ Schleicher 
und Genossen,” or “Sneak and Company.” by 
Rudolf Genée, and is now performing to f 
houses at the Royal Schauspielhaus. 
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POPULAR ACTORS.—YV. 
BARON, THE FRENCH GARRICK. 


He was born the son of a merchant of Berri, 
whose real name was Boyron, who himself became 
an actor, and died in Paris of a wound he received 
on the stage. He was so struck with the provin- 
cial performers, as to follow them to Paris, where 
he met with success and death. Playing the 
“Comte de Gormes,” and kicking with his foot 
Don Diego’s sword, he received a slight wound, 
which mortified, and he would not suffer ampu- 
tation. His son Michel, born ia Paris in 1652, 
and at the time of his father’s death only 8 years 
of age, after going to school a few years, joined 
the troupe of the Dauphin, and afterwards that of 
Moliére, whom he soon quitted to travel with the 
itmerant comedians. Tired of this life, he returned 
to Moliére, and remained in his company till 
1691, when he retired on a pension of 3,000 
livres, granted by Louis XIV. 

In 1720, when 68 years old, he again took to 
the stage, and was as much applauded as ever. 
Qld age and an asthma compelled him to quit the 
stage in 1729, and he died at the close of that 
year, aged 77. 

He had a most elevated notion of his profession. 
He used to say “ Tragic actors should be nursed 
in the lap of queens!’ Nor was his vanity 
inferior to his enthusiasm, He said ‘ The world 
may see once in a century a Cesar, but that it 
required 1,000 years to produce a Baron /” 
Whenever he wished to compliment the merit of 
distinguished characters, he always delivered in a 
pointed manner the striking passages of the play, 
fixing hiseye on them. “ Rules,” said this sub- 
lime actor, ‘‘ may teach us not to raise the arms 
above the head; but if Passton carries them, it 
will be well done ; Passion knows more than Art.” 

Like Garrick, he succeeded in counic as well as 
in tragic characters, and was styled the Roscius of 
his day. His life was irregular. He wrote 7 
comedies. ‘* L’homme 4 bonne Fortune,” “ La 
Coquette,” “ La Fausse Prude,” “ Le Rendevous 
des Tuileries,” ‘‘Le Jalouse,” “ L'école des Péres” 
and ‘**Les Enlévements.” He wrote also ‘ Les 
Adelphes” and ‘ L’Andrienne,” imitated from 
“Terence.” His poetry, however, was greatly 
inferior to his acting. 

It was on hearing the great preacher Massillon, 
who in the pulpit was noted for his modest 
demeanour, his unstudied gestures, his passionate 
tone, his mild countenance conveying to the 
heart the most tender emotions, that Baron re- 
marked to a fellow professional—‘* My friend, 
this is an orator / and we are only actors.” 





UNDISCOVERED GENIUS. 

Sir,—I have just read a recent leader of yours 
on “ Honesty among English Dramatic authors.” 
You therein touch on some important questions 
to the public, managers, and play writers. One 
reason why original plays are not presented to 
the public is, as you truly say, that ‘ managers 
hardly ever accept anything except from writers 
with names and successes.” 
author, then, to attain a first success? I have 
by me three original dramas, which no manager 
has ever yet seen. I gave one of them for peru- 

l to a popular actor, who told me he had 


How is a young | 





formed a high opinion of its merits, but added, 
“If you had produced ‘ Hamlet,’ I would not hesi- 
tate to bet you ten to one you could not get any 
manager in London to put it on the stage, unless 
you had already a known reputation. You could 
not even get a manager to read it. If you leave 
it with one, it will probably remain three or four 
years unread.” In the meantime the public are 
supplied, and their adapters are well paid for 
transforming and adjusting French plays for the 
English stage. 

If managers would employ competent critics to 
read and report on the real value of any new 
author’s play, there would be a chance of success 
to those who now have none. 

I am, sir, yours truly, AN UNKNown. 

The Prince and Princess of Wales and suite 
visited the Globe Theatre on Thursday and the 
Royalty on Friday. 

Madlle Artot,'the singer, was married last week 
to Senor Padilla, at Seres, near Paris. 

Mrs Stirling has been giving a series of read- 
ingsin|various towns in the north of England with 
almost unexampled success. Every town she 
visited arrangements were made for a more ex- 
tended series of readings. 

Mr Buckstone and the members of the Hay- 
market company have been performing during the 
week at the Manchester Theatre Royal. “ New 
Men and Old Acres,” ‘“ The School for Scandal,’’ 
“The Rivals,” and ‘‘ Money” have been repre- 
sented. 

Madlle Schneider has just signed an agreement 
with M, Raphael Felix for a series of performances 
next season in London and the principal pro- 
vincial towns, also in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and 
Dublin, for which she is to receive £7,000. 

On Wednesday the last sad duties were paid 
to the late Mr George Bittleston, who for the last 
eight years has been connected with the Alhambra. 
Great respect was shown to his memory, who 
was, in the real acceptance of the word, a worthy 
man. Endowed with great natural talents, a fine 
draughtsman, and with aptitude for stage 
appliances, he was selected by Mr Strange for the 
onerous position which he held to the day of his 
death. Many stege triumphs atthe Albambra 
are due to George Bittleston. He was buried at 
Ilford. 

Mr George Conquest, whose wonderful perform- 
ances as pantomimist have made his name knowa 
far and near, announces his benefit at the Grecian 
on Thursday next. Mr Conquest, independent of 
his pantomime power, is a capital actor. He will 
appear as Michael Feeny in ‘ Arrah-na-Pogue.” 
Great variety of entertainment is promised, and 
Mr Conquest’s friends who support him on this 
occasion can scarcely fail in obtaining a rich re- 
ward. 

It is said that a project is now on foot for con- 
verting the Colosseum, Regent’s Park, into an 
opera-house. There will be five principal 


entrances, and five tiers of boxes; and to render 
the corridors more attractive as a lounge between 
the acts they will be adapted for the exhibition 
of pictures, which will be received, if desired, for 
sale, An important feature of the scheme is an 
underground communication between the new 
opera-house and the Metropolitan Railway. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


G. Navior.—Is thanked ; the subscription has been 
received. 
C. Mirnan.—We hope he will be more successful. 
OssErver.— His letter has come to hand. 
Lacy.—We require an answer to our request, 
Exutnition.—You should go to Tussaud’s in the 
evening. 
8S. Hann, Liverpool.—Apply at May’s, 44, Lime- 
street. 
Scrivpror.—Write to J. Johnston, Sadler’s Wells, 
and make use of our name ; {he will do it for you. 
F, G.—Miss Helen Faucit made her first appearance 
at Covent Garden Theatre as Julia, in “ The 
Hunchback,” on the 5th of January, 1836. 

G. C. Masciirr—Is thanked for the trouble he has 
taken. 

Buiytur.—The notiee of the performance at Albion 
Hall will appear in our next. 

Music Hatts shall have our consideration. 

GauLery or ILLusrRation in our next. 


Norice ro Secrerarres or Amateurk Dramatic 
Civuss.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines s. Od. 
Eight . eee 
Twelve . ‘ i ‘ ‘ : 2s. Od. 
Twenty . . ‘ ‘ ° P 2s. 6d. 
Across the back . Is .extra, 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 


N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
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Stevens, Goswell Street. 

Potter, St. John’s Street Road. 

Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 

Dick, King’s Cross Road. 
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POPULAR ACTRESSES.—XXVIII. XXIX, 
XXX. XXXI. 





GABRIELLI,— FAVART.—DICKONS. —GAUSSIN,. 





The former, a magnificent singer, and an ac- 
complished actress, was born at Rome about the 
same period (1730) as the last named actress who 
was also a vocalist (of the Opera Comique) 


Gabrielli was a pupil of the great Metastasio, 
under whose instruction she attained to such per- 


fection, that even the celebrated Pachiarotti was 
with great difficulty prevailed on to appear in the 
same opera with her, lest her skill should eclipse 
his own. Her father was a cardinal’s cook— 
hence she acquired the ‘“soubriquet” of “La 
Cuochetina,” but neither her face nor deportment 
gave any indication of ignobie birth. In 1772 
she went to Russia, where she remained three 
years, and ranked high in court favour. She 
then appeared at His Majesty’s Opera, London, 
for two seasons. Her voice, though of an 
exquisite quality, wasnot powerful. Asan actress, 
though petite, there were such grace and dignity 
in her gestures as caught every eye—she filled 
the stage and occupied the attention of the spec- 
taters so much that they could look at nothing 
else while she was in view. She sang at Rome, 
Venice, and Milan, and died in}1796. 

Marie Favant, wife of a popular French comic- 
opera composer, (his works, the most pleasing of 
which are “ Ninette ala Cour,” and “ Les trois 
Sultanes,” being in 8 vols.) was born in the city 
of the popes, Avignon, and made her debut in 
1745, at the Opera Comique, or Salle Favart, of 
which Favart was then director. Her success 
was decisive. No actress ever surpassed her in 
the sensibility, ease, and animation {of her 
comic characters, more particularly sprightly rus- 
tic maidens. In Flanders she virtuously and 
heroically withstood the unlawful solicitations of 
the great Marshall Saxe. She died in 1772. 

Mrs Dickons, whose maiden name was Poole, 
evinced such an extraordinary taste for music in 
her infancy, that at 6 years of age she played 
Handel’s overtures and elaborate fugues on the 
piano with taste and crispness. Rauazini was her 
master; she debuted at C. G. in 1793. In 1816 
she was prima donna assoluta at Madile Catalina’s 
theatre in Paris, and afterwards sang at the prin- 
cipal Italian theatres with unbounded success. 
She revisited England the following year, and 
was warmly received, but ill bealth compelled her 
to retire from the stage in 1818. She breathed 
her last in 1833. 

Jane Gaussin was born in 1711, and after 
enjoying for 30 years the public epplause, retired 
from the theatre from motives of religion. She 
excelled in tender characters, insomueb that La 
Ilarpe said of her that “she had tears in her 
voice!” In 1767 she took leave of the stage of 
life. 

—_—_—_—_—_——- 

Mr ©. F. Burnand has written a new drama, 
which will be produced at the Queen’s as soon as 
the run of ‘‘ The Turn of the Tide” is over. 

Mr and Mrs Howard Paul have accepted a ten 
weeks’ engagement in New York, for the sum of 
£1,009, and they sail from Liverpool on the 2lst 
inst., in the City of Paris. 

The Lyceum opens on Monday, the 11th inst. 
under the direction of Mr Allerton. Mr Wypbert 
Reeve will appear in ‘ Still Waters Run Deep.” 

Tom Thumb and his party advertised their per- 
formances in San Francisco by means of qr 
in Chinese as well as English. In two weeks they 
took 15,000 dols. in gold. 

Mr Fechter and Miss Carlotta Leclercq have 
been performing at Brighton. 
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: Mr Eprror,—I have visited the home of my 

youth, and my heart swells within me. Bright 

visions of my childhood, happy home of my 

boyish days, have I again beheld you ? again sat 

beneath the old elms that shelter the village 
green ? again turned my weary eyes upon the hills 
and valleys of Puddlecumsop, and drinking in the 
silver music of its laughing waters? Have I 
again been permitted to roam from bower to 
bower as the bee skims from flower to flower, 
drawing in the sweetness and luxuriating in the 
beauty of that favoured spot ? And, again, have 
I been permitted to gaze on the little theatre, so 
often frequented in days gone by, and conjure up 
in my mind visions of the past? The theatre is 
shorn now, alas! of all its grandeur. Here it 
was that the great Tompkins made his first 
appearance in the character of the Blue-nosed 
Baron, the play being “ The Blighted Halfpenny ; 
or, No Change Required.” ‘To those who have 
seen the performance, it is useless to call it to 
mind; it must be fresh, even after a lapse of 
years, in their memory. To those who have not 
seen it, I would simply say it was one of the 
grandest pieces of acting ever seen. Ah, me! 
the glories of other days they have indeed faded. 
Here, again, it was that Smifmug made his second 
appearance after his triumph at Roleypoley, the 
piece chosen for the occasion being ‘* The Faithful 
Jackass ; or, What were the Sausages made of ?” 
Smifmug played the Jackass himself, and it is 
needless to say the part was acted in a most 
natural manner, and almost to perfection. 
Snorkins also made his debit here; and some 
people have gone so far as to assert that he was 
as good as Tompkins or Smifmug ; but this is a 
mistake. Great actor he was truly, and his part 
of the Demon Corkscrew, in the tragedy of ‘The 
Broken-Hearted Cocoa Nut,” was certaiuly a fine 
bit of acting, as was also his Muffin Man in the 
admired drama of “ Let Crumpits Flourish ; or, 
Toast the Stale Ones for Breakfast.” But to say 
he was as good as Smifmug or Tompkins, is quite 
a mistake. It was, indeed, a treat to see the 
latter in the character of the Young Policeman‘ 
in “ The Peeler’s Revenge ; or, Master’s finished 
all the Mutton.” His attitude of despair when he 
foand he would haye to go without his supper, 
was touching in the extreme, But his greatest 
triumph was the Indignant Father in the play of 
“The Sea-Side Lodging; or, No Sleep for the 
Vermin.” When he came in with his face painted 
to represent the bites of the insects, you should 
have heard the cheer that greeted him; and his 
acting rose to the highest pitch of grandeur when, 
pointing to his suffering family, he asked the 
landlady, ‘* Had you xo pity?” The deep satire 
of this was splendid. When shall I see acting 
like it again ? 

‘Twas but the other evening that Podgers 
played the Arm Chair, in the admired comedy of 
“The Missing Stockings ; or, What makes the 
Pudding so large?” and well he played it too. 
His rendering of the passage beginning “ Bill 
stickers will be prosecuted,” was first rate. But 
was itup to Tompkins or Smifmug? Ah, no. 

When I think, Mr Editor, on these by-gone 
actors, my heart grows sad indeed; and yet I 
have seen Blobbs and Whackem, and Mumps and 
Joskin. Was not Blobbs great as the Cinder 





Sifter, in ‘* Don’t waste your Coals ; or, Oranges, 
two for Three Halfpence?*? Was not Whackem 
magnificeut in “The Baker’s Bower; or, Down 
again to even Money?” Was not Mumps 
splendid in “ Washed Away; or, The Missing 
Paper Collar 7?” And was not Joskin terrifie in 
“The Pirate’s Revenge; or, Who Stole the 
Nightcap ?” They were indeed; but give me 
again the Tompkins and Smifmug of my early 
days. Please to drop a tear for departed 
favourites, and believe me to be, dear Mr Editor, 
Very sincerely yours, 
OnE oF THE Goop Otp Sort. ' 





Durts in Kentrucky.—When Mr Hackett 
came forward in one of the scenes of ‘ The Ken- 
tuckian,” which was produced at Covent Garden 
Theatre, with two rifles, for the purpose of fight- 
ing a duel, the audience considered it a gross 
exaggeration of Kentuckian customs. It appears, 
however, to have been in due keeping, for a re- 
cent tourist gives the following conservation, as 
having taken place between him and a Kentuck- 
an :—‘In your part of Kentucky, are there any 
duels now ?’—“ Yes, we’ve sometimes a little rifle 
and buck-shot practice, but not so often as I re- 
member in my younger days. In our town a 
duel took place a short time ago, which gave us 
a good deal of amusement. The parties were a 
doctor and a lawyer, who had quarrelled at a 
horse-race ; they agreed to fight next morning 
with rifles, in a copse of thirty acres of trees and 
brushwood, and to take every advantage like the 
Indians. Accordingly, the lawyer, to make sure 
of his man, went out of town at night and lay in 
a copse till morning, with his rifle pointed over a 
log towards the road, by which he expected his 
antagonist to come. The day dawned, and the 
sun rose, still no doctor appeared; the lawyer 
was beginning to think his enemy had taken a 
fright and declined the combat, and was getting 
up to return to town to proclaim the poltroon, 
when he heard a stick break behind him, and 
looking up, he saw the doctor’s rifle preseuted 
within ten feet of hishead. ‘The lawyer forthwith 
called a parley, and was allowed to go off in the 
wood to try again; away he went, and looking 
about he found a hollow tree; in it he ensconced 
himself, and remained quiet for some time, when 
hearing no noise, he ‘ventured to look out with 
one eye, when ‘crack’ went a rifle in front of 
him, and the bark of the tree was knocked off by 
a ball, within an inch or two of his head. Ie 
saw smoke but no doctor, and therefore could not 
return the fire; he accordingly called another 
parley. The doctor, who had been often out with 
Indians, now showed himself, and agreed to make 
up the quarrel. They returned to town and bad 
a horn together, and we had a good laugh at the 
lawyer.” 


Time is like a creditor, who allows an ample 
space to make up accounts, but is inexorable at 
last.—Time is like a verb, that can only be used 
in the present tense.—Time never sits heavily on 
us but when it is badly employed. 


Tue Byron Suanpex.—It is not true that Mrs 
Stowe has returned the money received for her 
wicked tales !—On the contrary, we understand 
she has stowed it away. 
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NATURE AND THE DRAMA. 
(A Letter ro George SexTuN, Esa, M.D.) 


In the progress of the world, my dear Doctor, 
the intellect of man can never be satisfied with 
what has sufficed of old. Men there were, 
including Dr Johnson, in former days regarded 
as judges of poetry—men who have been held 
up tous as possessed of the highest critical 
capacity, who extolled Rowe to the skies, Poor 
old Nicholas Rowe is now nowhere. “The 
Stranger,” “ George Barnwell,” ‘ Jane Shore,” 
“ Pizarro,” “The Revenge,” &c., &c., are very 
nearly consigned to the tomb of the Capulets. 
They are called sentimental twaddle, absurd 
bombast, &c., and though I will not assert they 
have no merit, I would certainly prefer to see 
a smart piece well acted by Sothern or Wigan 
to the dreary platitudes of the last century. 
The truth is, there was no nature then on the 
stage, and nature is life. But I think there is 
@ great mistake made in the ordinary definition 
of nature. Perhaps it would not be too much 
to say that the sublimest tragedy transcends it. 
The natural ideal is now reverenced. Brown- 
ing, for instance, is full of the natural ideal, 
There is a spiritual ideal greater than this, I 
admit. It is reached now and then by a few 
of the mightiest minds. I think we may find 
it in some of the masterpieces of the greatest 
of the poets, painters, sculptors, and musical 
composers. But the natural, based on the 
ideal, or the antithesis, is poetry. 

Literal genius, fidelity and accuracy to the 
external things of the world, may be said to 
culminate in Fielding. THe was a “man’s man,” 
masculine in every respect, but he was not a 
poet, and he lived iv an age which in verity was 
anti-poetical.. Then came a somewhat better 
time, a less coarse and immoral era. Goldsmith, 
Cowper, finally Burns, paved the way for Words- 
oun. But the human mind did not rest with 
the Lake poet. Shelley and Byron, with their 
scepticism, but with a desire for liberty, began 
to influence the hearts of many. The German 
thinkers, with Géethe at the head, finally 
achieved the victory over the minds of the 
Anglo-Saxon race; and it is Goethe, so reve- 
renced by Carlyle and Emerson, who is nuw 
enthroned in Germany and England. Never- 
theless, we have a school of some power which 
isanti-German. The pure English of Thackeray, 
a Saxon to the core, is an example of style, 
which, with Macaulay’s, it would be hard to 
excel. 

When we go to the drama, it is facilis descensus 
averni. ‘To talk of the sterling literature of the 
present stage is arrant folly. If Boucicault be 
the best, as he is the most popular of our living 
dramatic writers, there is no drama. However, 
it is manifest that there must be an era of 
transition in every century, and in that tran- 
sitionary epoch we are livirg. Genius there 
is—perhaps not of the highest order—in our 
literature, and for the most part it is found in 
fiction. 

Abroad, there is Victor Hugo, avery brilliant 
romancist ; in England, Lord Lytton, Dickens, 
Lever, Disraeli, Kingsley, Laurence, Miss Evans, 
&c., have contributed to the enrichment of our 








novel treasury. Can we say the drama is equally 
affluent ? 

There is a certain dead level of conventional 
manners amongst us which some critics think 
fatal to the resources of dramatic art. We want 
to live in the present, we want nature as it 7s 
in humanity ; and, according to current theories, 
if we represent the same with fidelity, we must 
be vapid and uninteresting. Thackeray, with 
graphic pen, marvellously probes the heart of 
the age, selfish, money-grubbing, and heartless, 
and we should not care for comedies written in 
the spirit of our great satirist. We prefer 
illusion. And yet what monsters there are 
in “ sensational ” works—e g., Miss Braddon’s— 
and when transferred to the stage what can be 
more repulsive ? 

As for the cheap press, the works of fiction 
served up forthe delectation of the lower ten 
millions are below criticism. The monthly 
magazines are not brilliant in general, but, at 
any rate, they are for the most part free from 
the demoralising and washy improbabilities of 
certain “ journals,” 

I recollect going to the theatre of old, when 1 
had but just adopted ‘“ stand-up” collars, and 
seeing things that reminded one of the nonsense 
of the booths at a fair; but the horrible melo- 
dramas in question, now exploded, did not 
introduce us to questionable company. The 
example of Mr Ainsworth was prejudicial—the 
example of a ‘‘ Formosa” may be more so, 
Grim and ghastly things are passing away. 
Let us, my dear Doctor, trust that the world 
will soon get wiser thao it is at the present 
time. The history of the “smug” movement, 
with Exeter Hal] and Dr Cumming at its back, 
all our ritualisms, bibliolatries, old negations of 
God, hostility to science, and hatred of progress, 
will be as corpses to the next century. 

I do not agree with you anda certain ac- 
quaintance of ours—well known in public—in 
theology and politics. I am not a Tory, not an 
ultra-Radical, not a sheer materialist, There- 
fore, I want to see humanity asserted, but love 
of all good things retained! 

There are cheering things in the present if we 
will but see them. The spirit of literature must 
ultimately pervade the drama, The spirit of 
Kingsley, Maurice, Voysey, Page Hopps, and 
Martineau in theology; the spirit of Dickens, 
Miss Evans, Tennyson, Browning, &c., in fiction 
aud poetry must tend to the exaltation of our 
race, If we despond of the drama, we shall 
turn our backs on a good institution, but I have 
faith in nature and genius; and, after the 
present interregnum, we may live to see the 
dawn of a day, which, since the era of Elizabeth, 
no annals can surpass, Beta. 


—_——_>—__———- 
MarkriaGE Portions.—It was one of the 


| laws of Lycurgus, that no portions should be 


given with yourg women in marriage, when 
this great lawgiver was called upon to justi- 
fy this enactment he observed—* That in the 
choice of a wife merit only should be consid- 
ered ; and that the law was made to prevent 
young women being chosen for their riches, 
or neglected for their poverty.” 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 

EAUFOY Amateur Dramatic Club meets, during 

the Season, twice a week at the FLEECE, Queen 
Street, Cheapside, E. C. All communications to be 
addressed to the General Manager and Treasurer 
OSCAR LOUIS MOORE, 16, Wine Office Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C. 
UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W.S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 
CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every 'Tues- 
day and Friday at 7, at the [hatched House, Red 
Lion-street, Holborn, WC. KR. S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E, Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 

ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
I ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 
| Gere Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 

pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr ‘Vin. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8,Annett’s--crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 

RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 

Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F. Small, jun., Secretary, .6, Albert-road, 
Dalston. 
OYALT Y DRAMATIC ‘;CLUB—meets every 
Thursday evening at 8 at the CLUB-RooM, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; Treasurer, Mr W. DUFI’; Secretary, Mr H. 
W. POPERT, 18, Warkworth Terrace, Limehouse, E, 

HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 

evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr J. 
8. Pike; Treasurer, Mr T. Osborne. All communica- 
tions to be addressed to the Sec., Mr Sam Thomas, 
Spread Eagle, Charles-street, Middlesex Hospital. 
lHETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 

twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
* ns Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 


RAFALGAR AMATEUR Dramatic and Musical 
Society—meets every Wednesday and Friday even- 
ing. Acting-manager, Mr H. Percy; Stage-manager, 
Mr C. Chapman, Apply to the Secretary, Mr C., 
oar 21, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
iC. 


——_—_———_——— 


THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

Mr J. L. Toore has been the means of re- 
plenishing the treasury of this theatre since 
Monday se’enight. He has played Michael 
Garner in ‘‘ Dearer than Life,” Mr Tittums 
in the ** Steeple Chase,” Paul Pry, the Artful 
Dodger, and several other favourite characters. 
The revival of ‘Paul Pry” has brought for- 
ward Miss O’Berne more prominently than 
there has beenany opportunity of doing sinceshe 
ae amember of this company in June 
ast. 

Fra DIAvOoLo. 





ToLLoway’s O1NTMENT AND Piiis.—Flatulency, 
Nausea, Indigestion. Nothing depresses the mind 
more rapidly, or wears out the body much faster, 
than a stomach incapable of fully digesting its 
food. Indigestion renders life so miserable, that 
from it spring most of the suicides which daily 
shock our nerves. If Holloway’s Pills be taken 
regularly for a time, and his Ointment be twice 
daily rubbed over the digestive organs, these 
melancholy symptoms will soon cease, and plea- 
surable thoughts succeed the dismal forebodings 
engendered by dyspepsia, which drives the suf- 
ferer to misery and despair. Holloway’s priceless 
preparations. by briskly acting on the liver and 
other internal organs, have long stood promi- 
nently forward for the wonderful cures they have 
effected. 

A gentleman anxious to hear a celebrated 
West-end preacher, found himself in such a 
crowd that to get a seat seemed impossible. 
He watched the pew-opener’s eyes looking 
very inquiringly at the hands of the applicants 
for seats, and he thought to himself, * Ob, oh, 
a fee is expected!’ So taking out half-a- 
crown, he held it most iuvitingly between his 
two fingers, and it was not long before it had 
the desired effect. He was quietly beckoned 
into a seat, whereupon he slipped a penny into 
the woman’s hand. Presently when the sing- 
ing commenced she came bustling round to 
him with a hymn-book, whispering as she 
handed it to him, “ You made a mistake, sir, 
you gave me a penny.” ‘All right,” he 
answered, ‘‘I never give less.” 

A Sap Trutu.—The greater part of mankind 
al their first years to make their last miser- 
able. 








THE ERRATICS, 


IJOU THEATRE, Archer-street, Bayswater, W, 
Thursday, October 7th, 1869, assisted by Miss 
Marie Conway, Miss Walters, and Miss Clyford, Ad- 
mission, 5s., 3s., 2s., and 1s. Doors open at7. Com- 
mence at 7.30. A CUP OF TEA, MEG’S DIVER- 
SION, and THE AREA BELLE. 








Amateur Theatricals, Concerts, and Readings. 
i I8S ELLA STAUNTON can accept engagements 

for the above in Town or Country. For dates and 
terms, apply, 2, St Mark’s Grove, Fulham-road, West 
Brompton. ° 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punce 
tuality all studied. 
Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 








Kemble Dramatic Company. 

ANT ED —Inmmediately, to complete casts of 

ALL that GLITTERS is not GOLD & AURORA 
FLOYv, to be played on October 13th and 20th.— 
GENTLEMEN ‘to play Jasper Plum, Sir Arthur 
Lascelles, Steve Hargrave, and Mr Floyd. Also a Lady 
to play Aurora Floyd. Apply by letter or personally, o 
Fripay evenings,jto Mr WM. STANLEY, 8, Annett’s 


Crescent, Essex-road, Islington, N. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, 


HIGH HOLBORN, 


HIS brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure the 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 


N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 


Doors open at Lialf-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





SADLER'S WELLS THEATRE, 
Sole Lessee, Mr ROBERT EDGAR. 
N consequence of great success of the engagement of the eminent tragedian, Mr PHELPS, Mr Edgar has great 
pleasure in announcing that he will appear for two nights, on Friday, October 8th, as Bertuccio, in Tho 
FOOL’S REVENGE; and on Saturday, October 9th, as Othello, supported by the best legitimate company 


in London.—On Monday, October 4th, and Wednesday, October 6th, HAMLET. 


Hamlet, Mr Edmund Phelps ; 


Ghost, Mr J. E. Rosiere ; Polonius, J, Johnstone ; First Gravedigger, Mr Richard Edgar ; Ophelia, Miss Margaret 
Eburne. On'fuesday, October, 5th, and ‘Thursday, October, 7th, RICHARDIIT. Richard IIT, Mr J.E.Rosiere, 
Richmond, Mr Edmund Phelps; Lady Anne, Miss Margaret Eburne.—On Friday, October, 8th, ‘The ;FOOL’S 
REVENGE, Bertuccio, Mr Phelps.—Saturday, October, 9th, OTHELLO. Othello, Mr Phelps; lago, Mr J. 
E. Rosiere ; Cassio, Mr Kdmund Phelps ; Desdemona, Miss Margaref Eburne; Emelia, Miss Heraud ; supported 
by Messrs J. Johnstone, C. Newbound, Ford, and Richard Edgar. 

Preceded by and concluding with, each evening, a laughable farce, in which Richard Edgar and Miss Julia 


Summers will appear. 





OPERA PERFORMANCES, PRIVATE THEATRICALS, CHARADES, &c. 


HE Nobility, Amateurs, aud the Profession are informed that Uarrison’s New Grand Portable Theatre, the 
largest and best in London, with the beautiful scenery painted by the first scenic artists, for the Royal 
Dramatic College Fete at the Crystal Palace, can be engaged for any performances. It has been fitted up for 
Charles Keane, Esq.’s Dramatic Performances at St. George’s Hall, Bradford; for the Whittington Club , Music 
Hall, Store Street; Myddelton Hall; City of London College; and at the mansions of most of the Nobility, 
New Theatres, with Scenery, Gas Fittings, &c., of all sizes for Private Rooms and Public Halls, can be 


HARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 


obtained at 


Nos. 25 and 31, Bow Street, Covent Garden, London. 


Costumes supplied in Town and Country. 





The Stage. 
R ARIIUR YOUNG the well-known Shaks- 
perian) gives Dramatic instruction in any of the 
characters in OTHELLO, HAMLET, MACBETH 
RICHARD III., or THE MERCHANT OF VEN- 
ICE. 23, Crane-grove, Islington, 





OYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS, and 
ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington.—Sole 
Proprietor, Mr GIOVANNELLI. 

On Tuesday, and following nights, for 5 nights only, 
BELGRAVIA. My Lord Duke, Mr E, Giovannellil; 
Kitty, Miss Eliza Tomtiien, supported by Mr J. Mor- 
daunt, Mr C. Chamberlain, Mr Clingan Jones, Mr 
Campbell Byrne, Mr Reynolds, Miss Stafford, &c. 

Dancing on the crystal platform to the renowned High- 
bury Band, 

Open on Sunday for promenade by refreshment ticket. 

Stage-manager, Mr Mordaunt. Musical director, Mr 
B. Isaacson. Admission ls. 


PAMPHILION HOTEL, 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 12 


SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &. 





WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS’s Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
fcotch Ales on draught. 


\ ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
4) Street—_ON VIEW a PORTRAIT MODEL of 
the late Dr PHILLPOTTS, taken from life at the time 
of his appointment to the see of Exeter. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m, 
till ten p.m. 

ISS ARLINGLON.—AIl Business Communications 
\ to be addressed to Mr ENGLISH, 9, Garrick- 
street, Covent Garden. 





CABINET THEATRE,SKING’S CROSS, 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
AVING undergone some improvement may be had 
by first-class Amateur Clubs, Pupils instructed 
and brought out. 

Elocutionary lessons by a graduateof Jesus’ College, 
Cambridge. Various pieces in preparation. Engage- 
ments negotiated when competent, without the imposition 
so frequently practised on the Tyro, Apply at the office 
personally, 7, Euston-road, facing the station, after 2 
o'clock p.m. 





TO AMATEURS. 


LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
— Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W. 
ESTOW. 
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Printer, 335a, Strand, W.C., (opposite Yomerset House 











